The Concern for Quaker Living Working Group (CQL) has, for many years, been exploring the feasibility of developing affordable, intergenerational housing for older NYQM Friends, young adult Friends and other individuals seeking to live in New York City in a community guided by Quaker beliefs and practice.  Two primary goals have animated our work: one, we hope to offer a way for New York City’s Monthly Meetings to keep our elders among us in a spirit of mutual care and support; two, we seek to develop housing that bears witness to our testimonies and that serves as a model for other faith communities in New York City.

We have examined a wide variety of development options and management and governance structures.  We visited housing for seniors in New York City and State and in Philadelphia; we explored different faith-based residential models elsewhere.  We investigated the possibility of developing housing either adjacent to or on property owned by New York Quarterly Meeting, hoping that we might be able to leverage development air rights and other NYQM resources; but some Friends expressed concerns regarding the need to maintain steady revenues from the lease at 112 Schermerhorn Street, anxiety that the Quarter might lack the capacity to manage the development and long-term maintenance of a larger housing project, and worry that a development project might saddle the Quarter’s trustees and staff with additional and unwelcome work.  As a consequence, we have chosen to look at development sites that are not connected to the Quarter, and we have created a separate nonprofit organization with a mission of developing and managing the housing that we envision.  We have secured grants that have permitted us to undertake initial zoning and other feasibility analyses.  In addition, we have received expressions of interest in providing far more substantial financial support, at a level that allows us to think more broadly and actively about purchasing a building.   
